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Superman and Me by Sherman Alexie
Does reading books make you smart? Sherman Alexie brings out the aspect of reading books to save lives. Alexie upbringing was not an easy one. He tells a story about growing up as an Indian, the stereotypes surrounding his heritage, how he learned to read at a tender age, how everything he read was fascinating, becoming a writer, and teaching through his experiences to other native Americans. Striving to be smart and educated was Alexie’s way of fighting against the stereotypes that Indians were stupid. Not even the teachers believed otherwise, they expected Indian children to fail in most aspects of education and the children would try and fit in the said stereotypes so that they would not draw attention or seem to stand out. Nevertheless, Alexie grew more determined to stand against the stereotypes, by reading books and everything he came across with a belief that he would save lives. 
Reading books provides the knowledge a person may need to improve their education and life. Alexie describes how he learned to read through a superman comic book. He would focus on the images and pretend to read what the superman was doing which later helped him to read the words written on top of the book. That way he quickly learned to read and could now read novels such as The Grapes of Wrath while in kindergarten. His interests piqued to saving his life by becoming smart. 
As long as one has interest and dedicates his or her time to read; Alexie shows that learning to read is simple. Maybe the circumstances forced him to read since their ‘house was filled with books’ and his father loved books as well. “My father loved books, and since I loved my father with an aching devotion, I decided to love books as well (Alexie 15).” Alexie loved everything his father loved and reading was one of them. His interests in reading and loving what his father helped spark a fiery interest of how to read and understand the texts. Alexie’s father knew the power of knowledge and the pathway to success of his children was through reading books. 
Not until one learns how to read books, one may not understand the importance of reading. Alexie keeps reminding his readers how important it was for him, he refused to fail. He repeatedly says, “I was smart. I was arrogant. I was lucky. I read books.” He appreciated the person he is because of reading books that he can now save other lives. At the end, he still insisted “I was trying to save my life… they are trying to save their lives… I am trying to save our lives (Alexie 19).” He believes reading will free Indians and other natives from the stereotypes of being stupid, ‘break down the door’ of stereotypes, and to enable them succeed. 
Using context to make sense of the surrounding was an aspect Alexie figured out even before he knew how to read. It was amazing how he related a paragraph to a fence of words and applied to the everyday things. He knew that the words had a specific reason for being inside the same fence. Alexie could see the people and the world around him as paragraphs and even relate to each. Visualizing what we see and read to make a thoughtful idea makes it easier to understand the complicated world. Having such context clues and reading more enables individuals to apply the knowledge to different situations.
Being smart, educated and literate means having a wide span of knowledge in various aspects of life. Every time that one reads a book, at least one more word is added in their vocabulary which in the end helps in the general understanding of life. Reading enables individuals to know of their rights, duties, how to live with others and the positivity of life. Alexie points out, “A smart Indian is a dangerous person, widely feared and ridiculed by Indians and non-Indians alike (Alexie 17).” An educated person knows their rightful place, their rights and understands the injustices imposed on them. Hence, they will always strive to have better facilities and yearns for change. Alexie realized Indians were treated badly because they were less educated and perceived as stupid, but he refused to live up to society’s expectations and built his way up; he refused to fail.
Intelligence have a way to saving lives. Sharman Alexie portrays his strong smart character gained through reading, understanding and applying the concepts of books to the world. Simply, he shows the reader that it is not all about reading but also applying it to the bigger meaning of life that will open the locked doors in their lives. Interest, dedication and hard work are the major factors for acquiring knowledge for oneself, hence his strong link to the story is essential.


Works Cited
Berglund, Jeff, and Jan Roush. Sherman Alexie: A Collection of Critical Essays. U of Utah P, 2011. 

